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A book dedicated to boys who want to approach femi-
nism!
To understand a little more, to become allies in the strug-
gles of their female friends and companions and, above 
all, to get rid of the stereotypes still existing on the idea 
of “man”, or “male” and understand how a non-toxic 
masculinity can do them a great good too!

The volume answers the many questions that the author, 
feminist activist, trainer and a parent of adolescent boys, 
has heard addressed over the years by the boys and speaks 
in a simple and captivating language, enriched by car-
toons and comics by Cristina Portolano, cartoonist of 

the magazine Internazionale KIDS.

It is told that feminism is not a dangerous ideology 
“against men” but a liberating push against patriarchal 
oppressions that affect both women and men, through 
social pressures that stifle the personality of the individ-
ual.

After so many books for the self-determination of girls, 
comes a necessary book so that today’s boys, and men, 
of tomorrow can take part in social change as allies pro-
tagonists, deciding critically and independently how to 
become boys and men in their own way.

Title: Can Boys Be Feminist?
subtitle: Everything That Males Always Wanted to Know 
(But They Never Dared to Ask)
Author: Lorenzo Gasparrini - Illustrator: Cristina Portolano
Age: + 11 - Pages: 176 b/w Format: 15 x 21 with flaps 
Isbn: 9788898947997
Topics: new masculinity, gender stereotypes, equal opportunities, allies of feminism, 
sexuality and relationships, becoming men.
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(But They Never Dared to Ask)

Can Boys Be 
Feminist?



Ex
am

pl
es

 o
f i

nt
er

io
r p

ag
e



Ex
am

pl
es

 o
f i

nt
er

io
r p

ag
e

Intern - comics of Cristina Portolano,



Video «Cercasi persone libere»
TED Talk of Lorenzo Gasparrini at Reggio Emilia.

(https://www.ted.com/talks/loren-
zo_gasparrini_cercasi_persone_
libere?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_
medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare)

Philosopher and feminist educator, he is the author, among 
others, of Perché il femminismo serve anche agli uomini (Eris, 
2020), Non sono sessista, ma… Il sessismo nel linguaggio con-
temporaneo (TLON, 2019). His first book, Diventare uomini. 
Relazioni maschili senza oppressioni, was published with Sette-
nove in 2016 (new edition 2020).

LORENZO GASPARRINI



CRISTINA PORTOLANO

She is an Italian cartoonist, in 2016 she published her first comic book, Quasi 
signorina, with Topipittori, then she worked with Rizzoli Lizard, Canicola, Came-
lozampa, Piemme. She is a caartonist for the magazine Internazionale KIDS.


